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	Religious . . . but Lost
by BOB CASEY, preacher

Cornerstone Church of Christ
70 Bond Street at Camp Avenue in West Irvine

	
	 Facts, concerning religious claimants: 85% of 
Americans claim to belong to some religious orga-
nization; even to the point that they may take part, 
or attend, a few times a year. Then, in the event of 
the death of a loved one, seem to take comfort in an 
obituary notice that they belonged to this group or 
that one or that they were of a religious faith. We see 
it all the time.
	 But, does this insure one’s passage into the 
Heaven of God? We are told by the Apostle Paul in 
2 Corinthians 13:5, “Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except 
ye be reprobates? (or rejects)” 
	 Question: can your claim to eternal salvation 
pass the Bible test? Jesus in John 8:31-32, said, “If 
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” So what do you have to 
lose by following the truth? Well, if we fail to do so, 
our soul will be lost.
	 Again: Jesus clearly states in Matthew 7:21-23. 
Here in verse 21, he is giving us a future preview of 
the Judgment, saying, “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heav-
en; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven.” There, you have it! Not all religious claim-
ants will be all added in Heaven. Why not? He says, 
only those that do the Father’s will.
	 Jesus also sates in Luke 6:46, “And why call ye 
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
	 What a statement! This reveals clearly that reli-
gious people may think, without examining the Bi-
ble, that truly Heaven may be awaiting them if they 
have practiced some form of religion effort to some 
degree, having never examined their Bible to see if 
they followed the complete truths revealed therein.
	 Notice again, these religious claimants in Mat-
thew 7:22, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works?” But only to have Jesus say, 
“I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work in-
iquity.” (lawless) (verse 24) So, they were engaged 
in a religious pursuit but did not follow the divine 
instructions. There, you have it! So, by rejecting the 
plan of the Lord’s and following their own plans 
never gained the true salvation that only awaits 
those that do the will of the Father.
	 The Apostle Paul, worried by the men who 
would not teach wholesome doctrines, wrote in Co-
lossians 2:6-7, “As ye have therefore received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7Rooted and built 
up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.” This 
includes all those that were saved, but he warned 
them, “Beware lest any man spoil you through phi-
losophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
(verse 8) 
	 The definition of philosophy is: a theory, or logi-
cal analysis of the principals of conduct or thought, 
and rudiment is defined as: a first slight beginning 
of an undeveloped form.
	 Do you think our Lord was careless when he 
said in Matthew 15:7-9, “Ye hypocrites, well did Esa-
ias prophesy of you, saying, 8This people draweth nigh 
unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men.”
	 So, there you have it! So, men today are attempt-
ing to pawn off the teachings of Jesus for their own 
philosophies and rudiments. So, Friends, if this is 
your situation, this is my advice to you, ‘Get your 
nose in the Bible for yourself. See what it says, be-
lieve only what it says, repent of your errors, and 
solidify your salvation by finally being baptized for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and continually meet 
with people who do the same in worship.’
	 So, there you have it. I hope this will be a moti-
vation that will get you to finally read the Bible for 
yourself and do what it says.

For comments, call (1-859-369-4165)
Sincerely, Bob Casey, 

	
	 Most of us have a 
memory or two of family 
trips we took when we 
were children. Excite-
ment filled our hearts as 
we began the trip. Then, 
after a while, boredom 
and restlessness would 
set in and everyone be-
came anxious and angry 
and wondered why we 
ever left home. No matter 
where we were going or 
how long it took, some-
one would ask the ques-
tion, “Are we there yet?” It 
is a question that is hand-
ed down from one gener-
ation to the next and one 
family to another. It’s part 
of every journey.
  And the answer was and 
still is the same: “Almost” 
or “Not yet.” It reminds 
us of the fact that life is 
indeed a journey and we 
are never sure where or 
when it will end.

  It is difficult to face the 
uncertainties of life won-
dering when there will be 
some final resolution to 
the issues that surround 
us and threaten us con-
stantly. We are troubled 
when we see injustice 
and feel deceived. We 
want to be free from the 
fear and threat of terror-
ism and enjoy the reign of 
peace and joy. We hear of 
wars and rumors of wars. 
We are forced to face 
the fact that conflict and 
crises pervade our world 
and disturb our lives. And 
the peace that the lead-
ers of this world promise 
us, never comes.
  So we call on God and 
ask, “Are we there yet? 
Is it time for Your return?” 
And He answers, “Al-
most. Not yet. My time 
has not come. You and I 
still have work to do.”
  As we Christians have 
His light in this darkness 
and His hope in the midst 
of despair, we must share 
this gift of light and hope 
with others so they can 
pray with us.
Sower Ministries.org
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	 1. Is the book of Levi in 
the Old or New Testament 
or neither?
	 2. From Proverbs 29, 
what happens when the 
wicked have authority? 
People mourn, Heavens 
blackened, Masses kill, 
Taxes abound
	 3. “Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall” do what? Ob-
tain mercy, Inherit the earth, 

See God, Be called children 
of God
	 4. In what book of the 
Bible do we find the good 
Samaritan parable? Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, John
	 5. From Numbers 22, 
what animal did God allow 
to speak? Lamb, Donkey, 
Camel, Ram
	 6. From 2 Chronicles, 
what did Solomon ask for? 
Wealth, Long life, Wisdom, 
Honor
Answers on bottom 
of Page 12

Sharpen your under-
standing of scripture 
with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your 

Bible Knowledge,” avail-
able in stores and online. 
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 	 Ravenna Church of God 
will be having its 5th Sunday 
Singing with guest singers, 
the Fisher Family from Win-
chester at 6:00 p.m. on Sun-

day, September 29th. Every-
one is invited. 
	 For further information, 
contact Willie Hargus Gor-
don at 723-2898.

Sunday, September 29th at 6:00pm

5th Sunday Singing at Ravenna CG

 	 Williams Memorial Baptist 
Church in Ravenna will be 
having a Gospel Singing on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019, 
starting at 6:00 p.m. Featured 

singers will be The Halls.
	 There will be refreshments 
afterwards. Pastor Chris Win-
kler and congregation wel-
come everyone.

Sunday, September 29th at 6:00pm

Gospel Singing at Williams Memorial

 	 Providence Baptist Church 
at Winston will be having its 
annual homecoming on Sun-
day, September 29, 2019. 
Bro. Tommy Thomas from 
Rose Hill, Virginia, will be 
preaching and special music 

will be provided by The Hall 
Family from Berea. 
	 Morning service begins 
at 11:00 a.m. There will be 
no Sunday school. A potluck 
meal follows morning ser-
vice. Everyone is welcome!

Sunday, September 29th at 11:00am

Annual Homecoming at Providence

 	 Please join Cedar Grove’s 
current pastor, Joe White and 
guest speaker; past pastor, 
Tony White as we celebrate 
Cedar Grove UMC Home-
coming, Sunday, September 
29, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.. Broth-
er Tony is the current pastor 
at Ravenna Christian Church. 

You will be blessed by the 
message this father and son 
will share with us. Everyone 
is welcome. 
	 The ladies of Ravenna and 
Cedar Grove invite you to 
bring a covered dish and join 
us for a potluck meal after the 
service. 

Sunday, September 29th at 11:00am

Cedar Grove UMC Homecoming

 	 Wagersville Commu-
nity Pentecostal Church of 
God will be having its an-
nual homecoming on Sunday, 
September 29, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. with Bro. Billy Bryant as 

the speaker. A potluck meal 
will follow the service. Bring 
a covered dish or soft drinks. 
Pastor Phillip Smith and the 
congregation welcome every-
one to attend.

Sunday, September 29th at 11:00am

Homecoming at Wagersville

 	 First Baptist Church, 351 
Broadway, will observe 
Homecoming on Sunday, 
Sept. 29.
	 Bro. Bill VanWinkle will 
be speaking. 

	 Sunday School starts at 10 
a.m. and morning worship at 
11 a.m. A meal will follow.
	 The pastor, Bro. Tony 
Horn, invites everyone to at-
tend.

Sunday, September 29th at 10:00am

1st Baptist to observe Homecoming

 	 Old Time Baptist Church 
will be having its annual 
homecoming on Sunday, 
September 29, 2019. Singing 
will begin at 10:00 a.m., fol-
lowed by morning worship at 
11:00 a.m.. Afterwards, there 

will be a potluck meal with 
grilled hamburgers. Singing 
will continue into the after-
noon.
	 Anyone and everyone is 
welcome to come and also to 
bring a musical instrument. 

Sunday, September 29th at 10:00am

Homecoming at Old Time Baptist

 	 Panola Baptist Church 
will observe their Home-
coming on Sunday, Sept. 29. 
Sunday School begins at 10  
a.m. and morning worship at 
11 a.m.
	 After lunch, a potluck 

lunch will be served. Frankie 
Fitch and Chuck Johnson 
and son will provide special 
music in the afternoon.
	 Pastor Marvin Neal and 
congregation invite every-
one to attend.

Sunday, September 29th at 10:00am

Homecoming at Panola Baptist

 	 South Irvine Christian 
Church will be having a 3-day 
revival, Wednesday-Friday, 
October 2-4, 2019, followed 
by their 93rd annual home-
coming on Sunday, October 
6th.
	 Revival services begin at 
7:00 p.m. each night with 
Bro. John McCord preach-
ing on Wednesday, October 
2nd. Special music will be 
provided by Steve Mays and 
Steve Isaacs. Bro. Joe Hall  
will preach on Thursday and 
Friday, October 3-4. with spe-

cial music by Sheila Niece on 
Thursday and Sheila Hayes 
on Friday.
	 Homecoming services on 
Sunday, October 6th will be-
gin at 11:00 a.m. with a pot-
luck fellowship dinner after 
morning service. Johnetta 
Whalen will provide the spe-
cial music. The church is hop-
ing for at least 93 to attend to 
coincide with years.
	 Bro. Mike Chism and the 
congregation welcome ev-
eryone to attend each of these 
services.

Wed.-Fri., Oct. 2-4 and Sunday, Oct. 6

SI Christian Revival & Homecoming

 	 Ivory Hill Baptist  Church 
will be having a revival on 
Friday, and Saturday, October 
4 and 5 at 7 p.m.. There will 
be special singing at each ser-
vice.
	 Bro. Scott Rogers, pastor 
of Friendship Baptist Church, 
will be the evangelist on Fri-
day evening. He is the son of 
Bro. Warren Rogers, pastor of 
Ivory Hill Baptist Church.
	 Bro. Linville Spangler will 
bring the message on Satur-

day evening, October 5.
	 Homecoming will be ob-
served on Sunday, October 
6. Bro. Marion Brewer will 
bring the message at 11:00 
a.m. Bro. Steve Mays will 
provide special music.
	 A potluck lunch will be 
served following morning 
worship. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.
	 For more information, 
please call Bro. Rogers at 
(606) 481-0444.

Friday-Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 4-6

Ivory Hill Baptist Church will be 
having Revival and Homecoming
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