
The Golden Rule
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 “And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also 
to them likewise.”	Luke 6:31.
	 This	verse,	along	with	Matthew 7:12,	is	called	the	gold-
en	rule.	If	men	obeyed	its	counsel	and	treated	everyone	as	
they	would	like	to	be	treated	there	would	be	no	wars,	or	other	
conflicts,	in	our	lives.	While	we	usually	feel	that	this	is	a	new	
teaching	that	Jesus	taught	in	his	ministry,	it	has	been	around	
since	the	Law	of	Moses.	It	might	have	been	worded	differ-
ently,	but	the	message	was	the	same	–	you	would	be	treated	
the	same	way	that	you	treated	others.
	 In	Leviticus 24:19-20	the	law	said,	“And if a man cause 
a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be 
done to him; Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: 
as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done 
to him again.”	Again	in	Exodus 21:24-25	it	says,	“Eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, Burning for 
burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.”		These	verses	
show	that	a	person	should	be	very	careful	in	his	treatment	of	
other	people.	No	one	would	want	to	lose	a	tooth,	or	an	eye,	
or	any	other	body	part,	so	then	no	one	was	to	cause	another	

person	to	lose	one	either.	
	 This	may	sound	like	a	harsh	way	to	handle	things,	but	no	
one	had	to	hurt	someone	else.	If	they	treated	others	right	there	
would	be	no	danger	of	them	suffering	punishment	under	this	
law.	In	Deuteronomy 19:21	those	who	were	judges	and	de-
fenders	of	the	law	were	told	to	obey	the	law	and	to	execute	
the	sentence	when	someone	was	found	guilty.	And	thine	eye	
shall	not	pity;	but	life	shall	go	for	life,	eye	for	eye,	tooth	for	
tooth,	hand	for	hand,	foot	for	foot.	Deuteronomy 19:21.
	 Punishment	is	always	painful	for	all	concerned,	whether	
it	is	a	criminal	case	or	a	misbehaving	child.	I	don’t	understand	
why	mankind	hasn’t	learned	yet,	that	if	a	person	doesn’t	want	
to	be	punished	then	he	shouldn’t	do	the	crime.	
	 In	Exodus 21:24-25,	it	mentioned	“wound for wound 
and stripe for stripe.”	People	have	been	wounded	by	words,	
as	well	as	by	physical	abuse.	Sometimes	these	wounds	last	
much	longer	than	a	physical	injury.	Indeed	some	wounds	
never	completely	heal	and	the	person	suffers	all	through	
life.	It	is	a	fact	that	so	many	times	a	person	will	treat	some-
one	else	 in	a	way	that	he	would	not	want	 to	be	treated.	
We	need	to	remember	that	words	can	and	do	cause	a	lot	
of	pain	when	things	are	said	in	anger.	Words	don’t	always	
have	to	be	said	in	anger	to	cause	hurt.	Gossip	is	practiced	
by	many	and	they	either	don’t	know,	or	care,	that	it	does	

a	lot	of	harm.	People	will	say,	“I	don’t	mean	to	talk	about	
him,	or	her,	but…,”	and	then	they	go	on	to	do	a	lot	of	talk-
ing	about	that	person.	Many	times	they	don’t	even	try	to	
find	out	if	the	rumor	is	true,	they	just	pass	it	on	anyway.	
Yet,	if	someone	talked	about	them	that	way	they	would	be	
so	angry	and	hurt,	saying	that	it	shouldn’t	have	been	done.
	 We	are	here	in	this	life	for	a	time	and	then	we	go	to	meet	
the	Lord.	He	has	given	us	his	word	so	that	we	may	know	
how	to	live	and	how	to	get	along	with	other	people.	We	will	
be	judged	by	his	word	and	how	we	lived	here	on	earth.	If	we	
trusted	him	and	lived	in	obedience	to	his	commands	we	will	
be	accepted	as	one	of	his	children.	Those	who	don’t	like,	and	
may	even	hate,	other	people	will	be	rejected	by	the	Lord.	“If 
a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for 
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment 
have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother 
also.”	1 John 4:20-21.	It	is	up	to	us	how	we	live	our	lives	
and	how	we	treat	those	about	us.	We	choose	to	live	by	the	
“Golden	Rule”	or	not.	If	we	are	serious	about	living	for	God	
and	living	in	heaven	then	we	will	obey	his	commands.	Our	
relationship	with	God	is	shown	by	the	way	we	treat	people	
here	on	earth.	Remember	Jesus	said	in	Matthew 25 that	as	
you	did	unto	one	of	the	least	of	these,	you	did	to	me.
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